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News from Lucky-Point - May 2012

The summer in South Africa was wonderful and I am not only talking about the weather. Lucky-
Point has grown, where shall I begin.

First of all, I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to all of our friends who have supported us so 
faithfully during the period from when we started Lucky-Point. Without your invaluable support 
we would not have been able to achieve our goals. We have grown thanks to you, we will continue 
to succeed thanks to you and we are full of enthusiasm thanks to you. Many, many underprivileged 
children will benefit thanks to you. I applaud you and thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Your Lucky-Point-Team  

Margrit Schwendimann, Elisabeth Jacobs & Claudia Delport

Creche

As I arrived in South Africa in November after 
an absence of 6 months I was so pleased to see 
how perfectly everything seemed to have gone. 
The house that we bought in August 2011 had 
been renovated and the extension for the creche 
nearly completed. In January we were able to 
celebrate the opening. Claudia and her family 
are now living in the house and she is now able 
to take full responsibility for the creche. 
Presently Claudia is attending a government 
course in order to attain a certificate as a pre-
school teacher. Once she has achieved her 
certificate, we will officially register the creche 
then we may expect some official financial 
assistance.

Glass & Wire works for you

Our old playroom was converted for use as 
workshops. The children are taught how to 
create artistic items including jewellery. Their 
creativity has no boundaries. We are fortunate 
enough to have someone contributing his time 
to teach the children this skill.

Our other workshop is glass work for the older 
kids. In this workshop the kids are taught to 
take recycled glass, for example Coca-Cola 
bottles and to safely create drinking glasses for 
their home. 

They also use this process to create works of art. 
This process is both creative and useful for the 
children and teaches art and practical use in 
their own homes. Commercial opportunities 
may lie ahead for them later in their life. For me 
it is always very fascinating how unbelievably 
talented these kids are. What excites me is how 
what we teach them now may help them to lead 
better lives in the future.

I would like to thank Arabella residents Gill and 
Stuart Heritage for their help in setting up these 
workshops.

We did not forget the children’s need to play 
and so we have used every square meter to 
create a new playroom and a place for the 
children to eat. Elisabeth apart from her other 
duties, provides approximately 200 meals per 
week in order that the children do not return 
home hungry.

This new playroom building was sponsored by 
Hans Jaeger, Moira and Norman Garden 
sponsored the furnishing. Thank you.

Football

In January Lucky-Point with the help of Alan 
Wheatley a former English professional 
footballer and resident of Arabella estate formed 
a football team of 17 players. 

After 3 weeks we already had 70 kids attending 
the training. It is our hope that this football 
program for kids will further help to keep them 
off the streets and all its problems.

Our first match was played against a 
neighbouring team, we did not expect too much 
and the lesson there was how to lose gracefully. 
The score of 2:4 was no disgrace to the team and 
their enthusiasm to improve remains. 

It is lovely to see how the whole village comes 
together to support the team and to see such 
great community spirit. Thanks also to Gary 
Murphy for sponsoring the teams equipment.



Netball

Another Lucky-Point initiative saw local 
Botrivier resident Lynn take over 20 girls under 
her wing to teach them the game of netball. This 
is also a lovely sport for young girls to play in a 
managed environment.

Karate 

Their existed a Karate school for kids in 
Botrivier, taught by a young man Craig Baker. 
He approached Lucky-Point for assistance with 
uniforms for the children, we agreed to purchase 
the uniforms on condition that the kids earned 
the points required through the recycling 
program to purchase the uniform – which they 
all achieved.

Sadly Craig left South Africa for New Zealand, 
but another Arabella resident, Jack Hennessy, a 
trained Karate instructor, stepped in and 
enthusiastically took responsibility to teach the 
kids. Thank you Jack.

Recycling

The core of our charity work as you know is 
recycling, we are happy to report that the 

growth of recycling in our local area is very 
encouraging. Many local wine farmers and other 
farmers are supporting our project by providing 
recyclable waste to Lucky-Point and knowing 
that in doing so they are supporting this 
underprivileged community.

It is vital that we ensure that the Lucky-Point 
shop continues to be attractive to the kids, 
encouraging them to continue to collect 
recyclable waste for valuable goods such as: 

• school uniforms
• school books
• footballs, toys
• toiletries and other items

This is why the sponsorship money we receive 
from all of you is so incredibly valuable to our 
project.

Kids Christmas Party

January 2nd saw 100 excited children arrive at 
the Shuntin Shed restaurant in Botrivier. Pizzas, 
soft drinks, presents and music were enjoyed by 
all of the children. This fun day was organised 
and sponsored by Chris and July Jelf. I would 
like to thank them both for the amazing day 
they gave to our children.

Our vision

Because of the poverty in this poor area our 
vision remains immediate. We cannot plan too 
far ahead, so we have identified two priority 
needs for this Year.

• Bakery 

Unemployment being a serious issue in 
Botrivier there does not exist a bakery, an 
essential basic food requirement. It is our 
intention with the help of our sponsors funds 
to purchase suitable property and equipment, 
appoint and train enthusiastic applicants to 
start and develop a successful bakery 
business.

• After school care for the very poor 

Irene a mother who cares for the sick and 
those in need during the day, also takes in 
poor children for after school care. Presently 
the shack she uses is unsuitable for the 
number of children. With our support it is our 
intention to build a suitable property for this 
very important programme. Presently we 
supply food and other support for these 
children.

   Newsletter No. 2   |   May 2012 

Thank you & love

Margrit  Schwendimann


